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blades when I was a little
kid. I’d buy kits and put
them together. I was prob-
ably 10 years old when I
started doing that and it

just kind of continued. I
probably ground my first
blades on a real knife
grinder 15 or 16 years
ago.”

Menefee spent years

making fixed blades, but
in the back of his mind he
always knew he would
make traditional pock-
etknives. Like a baseball
player in the minor

leagues, he literally honed
his craft grinding fixed
blades, which also includ-
ed grinding blades for sup-
ply houses.

Menefee was learning
to be a knifemaker on his
own while also holding
down his day job as feder-
al trapper for the USDA.
Menefee, who graduated

from college with a degree
in wildlife conservation
and wildlife law enforce-
ment, knows first hand
what makes a knife per-
form well in the field from
his work as a trapper.

“I had read some books
early on, and when I first
started with the govern-
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Rick Menefee barehead gunstock jack with cocobolo handles, rattail bolster and
an exaggerated gimp shield. The extended clip of the master blade really sets this
beauty apart. Photo by Kayla Minchew. Menefee’s “Wichita Trapper” is an interesting cre-

ation, a modern looking hybrid of a sowbelly frame
with trapper-like blades. Photo by Pointseven.

This dogleg jack features fossil ivory handle scales, a
long pull spear master blade and a small wharncliffe
in place of the usual pen blade. Pointseven photo.










